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THIS STUDY WAS MADE TO AROUSE INTEREST IN PRESCHOOL 
EDUCATION AND TO ASSESS THE NEED FOR A TRAINING PROGRAM FC'R 
PRESCHOOL TEACHERS AND ASSISTANT TEACHERS IN AND NEAR THE 
CITY OF MINOT, NORTH DAKOTA. OPINIONS FROM EIGHTY EDUCATORS 
AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS OF 
PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS WERE SECURED BY PERSONAL CONTACTS, 
QUESTIONNAIRES, AND TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS. THE DATA 
INDICATED A REAL NFED FOR TRAINING AT THE PROFESSIONAL AND 
FARAFROFE SSIONAL LEVEl AND FOR TRAINING ESSENTIAL FOR GOOD 
TEACHER EDUCATION. EDUCATORS AND ADMINISTRATORS APPROVED THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A COURSE FOR CHILD CARE AND TRAINING, AND OVER 
HALF OF THE TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS OF PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 
EXPRESSED DEFINITE INTEREST IN TAKING CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
COURSES. HIGH SCHOOL HOME ECONOMICS TEACHERS FELT THERE WERE 
POSSIBILITIES FOR CHILD CARE TRAINING AMONG WAGE EARNING 
CLASSES, AND THE NORTH DAKOTA STATE SUPERVISOR OF HOME 
ECONOMICS EDUCATION FORESAW THE DEVELOPMENT C'l CHILD CARE 
COURSES IN HIGH SCHOOL VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS TO TRAIN 
TEACHER AIDES AND CHILC CARE ASSISTANTS. IT WAS RECOMMENDED 
THAT A TRAINING PROGRAM FOR PRESCHOOL TEACHERS AND ASSISTANTS 
BE INITIATED AT MINOT STATE COLLEGE. SUGGESTED PROGRAMS 
INCLUDE COURSE LISTINGS AND CREDIT HOURS FOR A BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE DEGREE FOR CERTIFICATION OF PROFESSIONAL TEACHERS IN 
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION, FOR NONDEGREE TEACHERS OR A MINOR IN 
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION, AND FOR SEMIPROFE SSIONALL Y TRAINED 
PERSONNEL IN PRESCHOOL AGENCIES. A BIBLIOGRAPHY ANC THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE ARE INCLUDED. (HC) 



DOCUMENT FILMED FROM REST AVAILABLE COPY 

ERIC 



ro 



o 

uJ 



A ft f ■ II I POSITION OP F 

Survey of the Need tor 
Pre-School Teacher Training 



. S OfPARlM'Nl O' ‘•Ui'i TO.CA! ON & *h ( ARf 
OfdC‘ 0‘ !:.U’ ON 



Ih.s DOCuMfN' "AS 8‘fN R*PR0:.:»: STACUt AS Rf C£ v!D FROM 
PERSON OR OROAN'ZAT'ON OR.G.NA- NO ' FO N'S Of < i* OR OP N ONS 
M*l[D 00 N0 T NfCfSSAR'ir RfPRfSSN’ 0“ C Ai Of 1 C[ 0* tOvcAT'ON 
POl.CT 



Mrs. Beatrice B. Zimmermann 
Mrs. Ruth Amos 



u 



Research Report No. 11 



* .* 

» 



f. 



ti 

V 



* 

5 

p 



•* 



CENTER FOR RESEARCH IN 
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 




O 

LO 

o 

o 

f— 



o 

ERIC 



College of Education 
University of North Dakota 
Grand Forks 



January, 1968 



4 



FOREWORD 



This research report is another in a series of research studies 
:^ndv:red by vocational educators in North Dakota. This study was 
partially supported by the Center for Research in Vocational and Tech- 
p 'el Edu-r at ion. The authors, both of whom are staff members of the 
H~me Economics Department at Minot State College, Minot, North Dakota, 
p r raided the impetus for the study and were assisted in the development 
conduct of the study by the staff of the Center. 

One of the objectives of the Center for Research in Vocational 
and Technical Education is that of disseminating research findings. The 
publication and distribution of this research report contributes directly 
*o this objective. An additional objective of the Center is to stimulate 
De-sons to design and conduct research in vocational education and to 
-upport them ir: their research efforts. The financial and other assistance 
which has been provided the authors is evidence that the Center is ful- 
filling this purpose-. 

There is a gteat need for additional research in many areas of 
"o rational education in North Dakota. It is hoped that persons reading 
'his research report may be stimulated to develop additional research 
projs'ts and rhat the research center may have an opportunity to support 
r h?m in their efforts. Additional research in vocational home economics 
■*-t •'i- ulum development is needed. 

The survey reported in this publication is admittedly limited in 
s-->pe and depth. It does represent, however, an important first step in 
r .h° development of a new program. 

Dr. Norman D, Ehresman 
Director 



CONTENTS 



. O 

me 



PAGE 

FOREWORD . . . . . i 

CONTENTS o . . o o . o o o ii 

LIST OF TABLES . . ..... ..... . . . iii 

INTRODUCTION .............. 1 

REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE 1 

SUMMARY OF REPONSES TO QUESTIONNAIRE A FOR EDUCATORS 

AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 5 

RESPONSES TO QUESTIONNAIRE B FOR TEACHERS AND ADMINI- 
STRATORS OF PRE- SCHOOL PROGRAMS 8 

SUMMARY. ..... ..... 13 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS. 15 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ooo.o.o.o...oo......o.. 19 

APPENDIX A ......... . 20 

AP P END IX B. . oo.o. . 0 .. 0 .... 0 . ...... 21 

APPENDIX C . . 22 

APPENDIX D ........ . 23 



ii 




LIST OF TABLES 



TABLE FAGE 

1. EDUCATORS AND ADMINISTRATORS PARTICIPATING 

IN THE SURVEY . . . 6 

2. SUMMARY OF QUESTIONNAIRE FOR EDUCATORS AND 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. ...» 7 

3. CLASSIFICATION OF TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS, 

AND ASSISTANTS IN PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS WHO 

WERE QUESTIONED 9 

4. EDUCATION OF PERSONS INTERVIEWED. 10 

5. RESULTS OF QUESTION I 11 



6. AREAS OF INTEREST AS INDICATED BY QUESTIONNAIRE . 12 



iii 




INTRODUCTION 



This study was designed to arouse interest in pre-school education 
and to determine the need in the Minot area for teacher training in nursery 
and kindergarten education.. Only two day-care centers in Minot are licensed; 
the operators are not required to have even basic training. There is need 
to raise the standards, from day-care through private kindergartens and Head 
Start programs. Administrators, teachers of nursery, kindergarten. Head 
Start programs and others interested in young children have been interviewed 
and asked to complete questionnaires to determine the need for a training 
program for teachers and teacher aides. 

REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE 

Experts agree that the first five years of a child’s life will 
determine the basic attitudes and personality patterns which will govern 
his emotional, mental, and physical development. 

Gesell said, .basically, the pre-school child is just as much of 
an educational problem as is the school child ." 1 He recommends coordination 
among the public agencies affecting children, such as the health and child 
welfare agencies, the nursery school, the kindergarten, the Sunday school 
and the home. 

Increasing numbers of pre-school children are being deprived of the 

Arnold Gesell, "The Significance of the Nursery School," Childhood 
Education, Vol. 1, 1924, p. 14. 
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